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PRIORITY DIRECTIONS OF CUSTOMS POLICY

The priority areas of customs policy in the domestic policy sphere
include: ensuring the protection of state interests; control over the
observance of the rights and legitimate interests of business entities and
individual citizens; modernization of the customs service of Ukraine;
transparency of customs authorities; awareness of the population of
Ukraine on customs regulation, thus strengthening confidence in customs
officials; prevention of uncontrolled import of environmentally dangerous
technologies, substances and materials into Ukraine, counteraction to
customs offenses [3].

Ukraine defines and pursues a unified customs policy aimed at
accelerating trade, stimulating the development of the national economy,
protecting the domestic market and its own producer, as well as the
development of customs, in accordance with generally accepted
international norms.

The main historical forms of customs policy are the policy of state
protectionism and the policy of free trade (liberalization). The content of
protectionist policy is to create conditions for the development of the
national economy by artificially restricting competition from other states
and helping domestic producers to develop foreign markets, using the
foreign policy position of the state and state support for exports. The
policy of protectionism provides for inflated rates of import duties, the
application of non-tariff, administrative and legal restrictions or a total
ban on imports of certain types of goods, government subsidies, lending,
tax benefits to domestic exporting producers. Today, the policy of state
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protectionism contradicts international legal acts on trade and customs
regulation and in its pure form is almost non-existent, giving way to free
trade policy [4].

According of the Customs Code of Ukraine customs policy is a system
of principles and activities of the state in the field of ensuring their
economic interests and security through customs and non-tariff measures
to regulate foreign trade [2].

Functionally, customs policy is reduced to ensuring the right of
citizens of Ukraine to move, ensuring the economic interests of Ukraine,
including fiscal policy, ensuring international economic, political, cultural
and social cooperation, taking a place in the international distribution of
markets. Customs policy of Ukraine is reduced to the need to ensure its
unity throughout the territory, coordination of efforts of all customs
authorities to implement its priorities, improving the regulatory
framework, cooperation and close cooperation with customs authorities of
other countries. Customs policy contains elements of humanitarian,
economic, trade, financial, scientific and technical, investment,
environmental and other policies.

Therefore, based on the challenges facing customs policy, the main
objectives are:

— creation of legal conditions for effective activity of customs and
other state bodies on implementation of customs business, its
improvement;

—ensuring the optimal, scientifically sound organization of the
customs system, which together with other state executive bodies ensures
the implementation of customs policy, including in the direction of
developing the democratic principles of the customs system and affairs;

— creating reliable conditions for ensuring the legal rights and
freedoms of citizens and organizations in the implementation of customs
affairs;

— ensuring the protection of economic interests of Ukraine (protection
of the Ukrainian market and national producers) [1].
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