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PLATO’S IDEAL STATE
AND ITS PLACE IN HISTORY

Annotation. The concept of an ideal state of the philosopher, who had a great influence on the
political and philosophical thought of later ages is discussed. The political doctrine of Plato is analysed.
A conclusion is made that despite the remoteness of its origin the teaching about an ideal state is
among the most famous ones and presents an ideal type of communal and political life instead of the
existing one.

AHomauyia.  PosanssHymo — KoHuenuito  ideanbHoi  depxasu  ¢pinocogha, SAKUU ~ 3HAYHO  BMIUHY8  Ha
nonimuyHy i ¢binocoghcbKy OymMKy HacmyrnHux ernox. [lpoaHanizoeaHo nonimu4yHe eyeHHs [TnamoHa. 3pobrieHo 8UCHOBOK
npo me, wo, He dueIAHUChL Ha OaBHICMb C8020 MOXOOXEHHS, 84EHHS PO idearnbHy 0epxagy € 0OHUM 3 Halbinbw 8i0oMux i
saense coboro i0eanbHul mun cycninbHo20 i nonimu4yHo2o
XXummsi ma e3aMiH iCHyt040e0.

AnHomauusi. PaccmompeHa koHuenuyusi udeanbHo20 eocydapcmea ¢huriocogha, okalaswezo bornbuwioe enusiHue Ha

roauUMUYeCKyo u ¢hunocogcKyto MbICIb nocnedyrowux 3r10X. lpoaHanusupo-
8aHO nonumuyeckoe yyeHue llnamoHa ¢ cOesniaH 8bI800 O MOM, YMO HECMOMPSI Ha 0aBHOCMb C80€e20 MPOUCXOXOEHUS,
y4yeHue o6 udeasnbHoOM 2ocydapcmee sensemcsi O0OHUM us Haubornee 3HaMeHUMbIX

u npedcmasngem coboli udearnbHbIl mun 06WEXUMUS U MOMUMUYECKOU XU3HU 83aMeEH CyLEeCm8you,e2o.
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Why are there no family ties? Why is justice the core of the state? And why are most of us unable to understand the
concept of life? Nowadays one of the most important and well-known philosophical treatises of the ancient world is Plato’s
"Republic” (360 B.C)), where we can see how Plato describes
an ideal aristocratic state and the way people should behave in order to elevate justice, beauty, music, wisdom and poetry.

In Plato’s perfect state the philosopher is the ruler. Citizens have to obey the authority, there
is no single relationship and there is death penalty for those who violated such way of life. Some people may argue about
the theory that it is impossible to be happy without freedom, nevertheless Plato
demonstrates that real slavery is imprisonments with senses and only with the help of the government
where physical existence does not dominate the soul's will, citizens can achieve real happiness
and freedom.

Plato’s aristocratic state is divided into three main classes. The first one comprises magistrates who are selected
from the guardians, warriors and artisans [1]. The guardian class is the class of philosophers who control the censorship of
poetry and art, decide the educational principles. Also they guarantee the prosperity of the state. The leader of the state
must be virtuous; as he is philosopher he has an opportunity to distinguish between illusory and real needs of people. So the
major role of the guardians is to make people grow spiritually.

Another class is the "militaries" — a group of people who protect the state, all their needs
provided by citizens. The last class is the artisan. They must obey the upper classes, as they hope
that laws and rules are projected to make the virtues. As Plato said: "There is no happiness without virtues" [2].

Feminism and gender politics played one of the main roles in the development of Plato's ideal state, that is, women
are equal to men, and they can do the same activities as men do. The only one connection between men and women is
serving the population, they do not get married — all women equally belong to all men and vice versa. Plato considered

family ties harmful because you become
attached only to a certain group of people — but your aim is to regard the whole community as a large family. Avoiding family
ties, people will work to serve the whole community. However, the artisans were

allowed to have families. According to the natural skills children are educated by state, e.g. if
a child is interested in music he or she must be educated to become a musician.

In the ideal state a lot of time is spent on the development of music, arts, poetry and literature, they were very
important to Plato. Every person in the state should be culturally developed [3]. Music, literature and poetry which
blamed the gods for all bad things was banned, the censorship was very strict, for example words like "hell" were
completely forbidden, o) that people knew they were
responsible for their actions.

As Plato was making an ideal state, he tried to make everything perfect, even people’s appearance. That's why
gymnastics was very important; gymnastics was equal to education because a weak body cannot serve the state [4].Two
components: strong body and virtuous soul cannot exist without each
other. First, man would be fragile without the second one, in turn, the second component without
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the first one makes nonsense. Fit, beautiful bodies inspire people to look for eternity and completeness which Plato
explained as Platonic love.



Why do we not understand Plato’s concept of an ideal state? The answer is very obvious. The problem is that our
today’s society is not based on virtues; it is completely grounded on money. The majority of people cannot imagine their life
without a new telephone or a new pair of shoes, but they can easily live without mutual help, charity work etc. The ultimate
goal of our capitalist world is to make
people financially richer; we want to admit it in most cases at the expense of others. People forgot what spiritual values and
virtues are.

All'in all, we can say that in order to understand the Platonic state we have to abandon the materialistic view of the
world and the purpose of our life should be the perfection of the soul. Without this idea we cannot reach Plato’s idea about
his ideal state.
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