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CHALLENGES TO HIGHER EDUCATION DURING
THE WAR IN UKRAINE

Kovalenko Oksana Yuriivna
Simon Kuznets Kharkiv National University of Economics, Kharkiv
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) reports that 91% of the world's student population was affected by
school closures in the spring of 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Many

schools have had to rush to move their education online, leading to uncertainty
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for all involved in the educational process. Student assessment has also suffered,
with many exams cancelled and others moved online [4].

However, the most painful topic was the education of students, not because
of Covid-19 but because of the full-scale war in Ukraine. It is about something
other than missing or unlearned student material but about the inability to study
Ukrainian students in the future [6].

Education is a global common good, the most powerful driver of progress
towards all 17 Sustainable Development Goals and the foundation for a just,
equitable, inclusive and peaceful society. When education systems collapse, the
task of building a world and a prosperous and productive society becomes
impossible [2]. Russia's invasion has caused worries about the future of Ukrainian
students, but this study aims to show that there is a future and that students and
teachers should make more efforts to teach students in a new way.

The upheaval experienced by Ukraine's education system is unprecedented,
leading to significant challenges such as changing the form of student learning,
frequent air raids, transfer of lessons, turning off the light, blackouts, lack of
internet, departure of students and teachers abroad, Russia's destruction of
Ukraine's educational infrastructure, and temporary occupation by territory. This
has led to significant educational losses, resulting in a lag in learning outcomes
from the expected result [1].

It should be noted that today in Ukraine, at the state level, there are no
established procedures for studying the level of educational losses and their
compensation. At the same time, representatives of the Education Sector of the
World Bank note that due to the pandemic and war, educational losses in Ukraine
may amount to more than one year [5]. The World Bank, in its industry survey,
Osvita: Evidence from War in Ukraine, notes that they are moving away from
massive investments in Ukraine’s physical infrastructure in favour of directly
supporting the teaching and learning process [3]. The Government and

stakeholders need to take strategic responses to mitigate the COVID-19 pandemic
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and the effects of war. For higher institutions, keeping students interested and
enabling them to finish the academic year is an urgent necessity. There are several
online education projects to keep students in Ukraine and refugees outside
Ukraine able to continue their studies, but there are significant coverage gaps.
Universities offer better coverage, but average daily traffic has grown 20 times
since the start of the war, and the online platform is static, providing little
opportunity for direct interaction between students and educators [3].

The World Bank recommends focusing on loss assessment, support and
tutoring to ensure a minimum knowledge level is achieved. This can be done by
replacing online learning with face-to-face learning, but retaining online learning
and implementing digital tools. Additionally, the state must regulate the issue of
additional remuneration, adaptation of teaching content at the following levels of
education, and expansion of online content on educational platforms [3].

Understanding the fundamental theories and technologies supporting online
learning is essential for educators to create engaging online courses. It is necessary
to constantly study modern technologies to support online and distance learning
in specific contexts, based on extensive experience and research, in order to

successfully develop progressive online courses.
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