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Hogimui mexuonoeii — 01 3axucmy nogimpsanozo npocmopy

from the GULAG camps; the desire for physical survival under conditions of hunger,
disease, and exhaustion; the unwillingness to serve in the Red Army after
experiencing Soviet repression; and the opportunity to legally leave the territory of
the USSR. According to documents, the number of individuals who identified
themselves as Ukrainians amounted to only 594 servicemen (0.9 % of the total
personnel) and about 2,000 Ukrainians served in Polish units, while Western
Ukrainians constituted up to 2 % of certain subunits. Thus, the participation of
Ukrainians in the army of General Wiadystaw Anders refutes the Soviet mythology
that their contribution to the victory over Nazism occurred exclusively within the
ranks of the Red Army.

THE ROLE OF INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEERING
IN ENSURING UKRAINE'S NATIONAL SECURITY

0. Kravchenko, Doctor of Historical Sciences, Associate Professor
Simon Kuznets Kharkiv National University of Economics

The international volunteer movement plays an important role in ensuring
Ukraine's national security in the context of Russian aggression. Volunteer comes
from the French word volontaire. Volunteer activity is voluntary, socially oriented,
non-profit activity that includes various areas of volunteer assistance, including to the
Armed Forces of Ukraine and other military formations, and is aimed at supporting
measures to ensure national security and defense.

International volunteer activities are regulated by the Declaration on
Volunteers (1990), the Declaration on Volunteer Activities (2001), and the Council of
Europe Convention (2000).

International volunteering strengthens Ukraine's defense through the International
Legion, which is part of the Main Directorate of Intelligence of the MoD of Ukraine,
and foreign fighters in the Ground Forces who participate in combat operations.
Foreign volunteers provide critically important resources such as weapons,
ammunition, drones, armored vehicles, thermal imagers, radio stations, cars, and
medical supplies and equipment.

SAFE PROGRAM - THE EUROPEAN UNION'S
NEW ROLE IN GLOBAL SECURITY

M. Mikolajczyk, Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor
Adam Mickiewicz University

The SAFE (Security Action for Europe) program is one of the key instruments for
strengthening European defense capabilities in the face of growing geopolitical
threats. The development of European defense capabilities aims to reduce the
European Union's dependence on suppliers from third countries, in particular the
United States. As an EU financial mechanism, SAFE provides up to €150 billion in
the form of low-interest loans to member states for urgent investments in military
equipment, interoperability, and the resilience of defense systems. The program
stipulates that these funds will be invested exclusively within EU countries. However,
the initial investment plans of 19 countries exceeded the available pool by a significant
amount, with Poland reporting the largest commitment Poland, which plans to spend
around €43.7 billion on projects related to, among other things, air defense,
ammunition production, artillery systems, and unmanned technologies. The authors
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