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Churchill’s legacy, using repetitions and calls for national unity, adapting them to 
the specifics of the digital space and contemporary circumstances. 

Both leaders draw on the power of words to mobilize the community and 
emphasize the role of a leader as a moral anchor. They share a common emphasis on 
civic responsibility and the importance of unity in the fight against tyranny. 
Although the canons of oratory are changing due to new forms and technologies, 
the essence of powerful words capable of inspiring and guiding remains unchanged. 
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FORMATION OF LEADERSHIP QUALITIES IN THE CONDITIONS 

OF PROFESSIONAL MILITARY EDUCATION 
 

D. Tsikiliek; O. Dychko, Associate Professor 
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“Kharkiv Polytechnic Institute” 
 
In the context of high-tech warfare, the role of the leader is transformed from a purely 

administrative function into the function of the intellectual and moral core of the unit. 
Professional military education today faces a challenge: to prepare not just 

a specialist, but an officer-leader capable of making extremely complex decisions in 
conditions of critical uncertainty, time shortage, and high psychological stress. 

A special role in the formation of officer leaders is played by the military 
institute of armored forces, whose graduates of different years have become symbols 
of the modern liberation war. 

Generals Andriy Hnatov, Ihor Shapovalov, Mykhailo Drapatyi, Viktor 
Nikolyuk, Viktor Sydorenko, Oleksandr Pivnenko and others are vivid examples of 
new-type officers. Combining the basic military training of an officer leader 
acquired at the institute with uncompromising devotion to the people of Ukraine, 
they have demonstrated and continue to demonstrate the ability to win in the most 
difficult conditions. 

For these commanders, patriotism is not just a slogan, but an effective 

management tool based on personal example and moral superiority over the enemy. 

Their combat path proves: an officer-leader, educated in the traditions of the kharkiv 

tank school, is the guarantor of the stability of defense and the key to our victory. 

High professional training combined with sacrificial service to the Motherland 

remains the main standard of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. 
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IN CONDITIONS OF ARMED CONFLICTS 

 
S. Markina; O. Kravchenko, Doctor of Historical Sciences, Associate Professor 
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Military coups, unstable political regimes and armed conflicts are reshaping the 

concept of international relations, leading to a more “hard-power” approach. Theaim 
of this study is to determine the role of “soft power” in today’s unstable world.  



XXІІ наукова конференція курсантів та студентів ХНУПС ім. І. Кожедуба, 19-21.05.2026 

 351 

In the context of integrative and collective policies, globalisation and the desire 
to swiftly overcome the consequences of the Second World War, the focus of 
diplomacy has led to the development and implementation of “soft power”. Since 
“soft power” contributes to the formation of a country’s positive image and plays 
an important role in promoting its interests on the international stage, the application 
of this concept in times of crisis is a significant part of countries’ foreign policies. 

In today’s reality, amidst the Russian Federation’s full-scale invasion of our 
country, Ukraine is developing its national brand by promoting its values, interests 
and rights through the rhetoric of “soft power”. This approach creates favourable 
conditions for securing support from partners (which is strategically important in 
the context of armed conflict), increasing the country’s global visibility and 
recognition, and countering the spread of disinformation. 

In times of war and military conflict, a climate of constant manipulation of 
information and propaganda emerges, and it is precisely at such times that “soft 
power” is called upon to address the most pressing issues in order to convey the true 
reality. By shaping a country’s image, “soft power” creates a more attractive 
environment for international collaboration and cooperation, plays an important role 
in shaping future policy developments and strengthening a country’s position on 
the international stage. 
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LAW AND WAR: THE BOUNDARY BETWEEN NECESSITY  
AND RESPONSIBILITY 

 

A. Hridina; O. Panfilov, Doctor of Philosophical Sciences, Professor 
Military Law Institute of Yaroslav Mudryi National Law University 

 

Even in conditions of armed conflict, law does not retreat; it establishes 
an invisible yet inviolable boundary between lawful military necessity and criminal 
arbitrariness, and it is precisely the observance of this boundary that determines 
whether a state remains a subject of law rather than its destroyer. 

International humanitarian law does not suspend legal norms during war; it 
transforms them into a specialized system for extreme conditions. The key principles 
are distinction, proportionality, and military necessity, which together constitute the 
legal architecture that regulates permissible conduct while simultaneously defining 
the limits of responsibility. 

Military necessity is a legal concept with clearly defined limits, not 
a justification for any actions. Any violation of these limits, such as attacks on 
civilians, destruction of cultural property, or the use of prohibited weapons – 
constitutes a war crime regardless of the circumstances of war. Responsibility for 
violations is an essential condition for the existence of law as such. Without 
accountability, legal norms turn into mere declarations. Mechanisms of international 
criminal justice confirm that neither military rank nor claims of military necessity 
exempt an individual from personal criminal responsibility. 

Therefore, the boundary between necessity and responsibility is not abstract, as 
it is enshrined in the norms of international law, enforced by international courts, 
and tested in every armed conflict. A state that respects this boundary preserves its 
legal status, whereas a state that ignores it transforms from a subject into a violator 
of the international legal order. 
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