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CURRENT STATUS AND DIRECTIONS FOR IMPROVING GRANT

WRITING IN UKRAINE IN CONDITIONS OF ECONOMIC INSTABILITY

Abstract. The current conditions of the development of the world economy are characterized by the spread
of international cooperation in all sectors of the economy. The expansion of activities and the globalization of
challenges require increased funding, which in conditions of great competition faces the problem of lack of funds.
One of the tools of additional financing is the attraction of grants, which are actively used not only in the field of
science and education, but also for business development, state support of strategically important sectors of the
economy, as well as for the development of the creative sector, culture and art, etc. In accordance with the goals
of financing, grants can be provided by governments, international organizations, foundations and corporations to
support innovative and socially significant initiatives that contribute to the development of society and the
economy. Despite the widespread importance of grant funding in modern conditions, for domestic organizations
the issue of correctly writing grant applications remains complex and insufficiently covered. Thus, grantwriting,
which includes the features and process of preparing applications for submission for grant funding, becomes of
particular importance. Grantwriting is aimed at developing a substantiated grant application with a detailed
description of the solution to the current problem, a clearly formulated goal and objectives of the project, as well
as a project methodology with a substantiated description of the budget and a clear and understandable result of
the implementation of this project. A substantiated grant application will allow you to obtain funding for both the
implementation of scientific research, social and innovative projects, and for the creation and support of small and
medium-sized businesses and compliance with the specifics of the grant and the interests of grantors. The relevance
of the research topic is due to the need to strengthen the implementation of grant funding in a wide range of
interests of society, which requires the formation of professional skills in writing grant applications. In modern
conditions of international cooperation, effective grant writing is becoming one of the key elements of attracting
resources to the country’s economy, as well as increasing the competitiveness of both the economy as a whole and
individual research, social or creative organizations in particular.
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INTRODUCTION

In the current conditions of transformation of the Ukrainian economy, exacerbated by the
challenges of martial law, macroeconomic instability and the need to restore the business
environment, grant writing is becoming particularly relevant as a tool for attracting financial
resources for the development of entrepreneurship, innovation and socio-economic initiatives.
Despite the significant number of international and national grant programs available to Ukrainian
applicants, the effectiveness of their use remains insufficient. This is due to a number of systemic

© A. Kyryliuk, Y. Deineko, 2026


https://journal.eae.com.ua/

https://journal.eae.com.ua
ISSN 2617-8648 European scientific journal of Economic and Financial innovation
Ne1(19) 2026

problems, including the limited level of awareness of entrepreneurs about the available
opportunities, insufficient development of competencies in the field of preparing grant applications,
as well as the complexity of selection procedures and high requirements of donors. An important
barrier is also the lack of institutional support for grant writing at the level of enterprises, especially
small and medium-sized businesses, which lack both financial and human resources for high-
quality project preparation. The situation is additionally complicated by language barriers, the need
to comply with international project management standards and reporting requirements, which
often exceed the existing level of training of potential applicants. As a result, a significant part of
grant opportunities remains unrealized or is not used to its full extent.

In addition, it should be noted the fragmentation of information support in the field of
grant financing, the lack of a single systematized platform for searching for relevant programs,
and insufficient coordination between government agencies, business, and international donors.
This leads to duplication of efforts, loss of time, and a decrease in the overall efficiency of grant
activities. Thus, the problem of developing grant writing in Ukraine requires a comprehensive
approach that involves increasing the level of applicants’ competencies, improving the
information infrastructure, and increasing state support in this area.

Statement of the problem. Grant financing has attracted considerable attention in recent
years as an alternative form of financing for micro, small and medium-sized businesses. Unlike
traditional types of resources (own, investment, credit), grants are irrevocable, irrevocable, free
of charge and targeted [1].

In addition, the conditions of the war lead to the fact that grantors focus their attention on
supporting the economy of Ukraine, replenishing the state budget and increasing the
competitiveness of business. In the country, a significant part of the economy belongs to small
and medium-sized enterprises. They account for approximately 99.98% of all business entities
by number, 82% by the number of employees and 65% by the volume of sales of goods, works
and services. Grant economic entities focus their attention on small and medium-sized
businesses due to the social impact on their activities. However, recently, grant programs have
also begun to open for representatives of large businesses. The main areas of support for
Ukrainian businesses from national and international programs include: creating new jobs,
improving staff skills, restoring supply chains, advancing in markets, and facilitating access to
financing for small and medium-sized businesses [2].

Goal. consists of a comprehensive analysis of the current state of grant writing in Ukraine,
identifying key problems and features of grant writing, as well as substantiating areas for
improving mechanisms for preparing and implementing grant projects in order to increase the
efficiency of using international and national financial opportunities for the development of
business and the economy in general.

Analysis of recent research and publications. A large number of works by domestic
scientists and practitioners, such as: Kobelya-Zvir M.Ya. [1] Vereskun, M. V., lichenko, K. S.,
Pavlyuk, S. I. [3] Kotenko T. M. [6] Blaga N.V. [7] and many others, are devoted to the study of
the features of grant writing, grant writing itself and fundraising, however, despite the significant
contribution of scientists to the study of this issue, grant writing remains insufficiently covered and
its features in the war and post-war period in Ukraine require more detailed study.

Research methodology. In the research process, a set of general scientific and special methods
was used, providing a comprehensive approach to the study of grant writing problems in Ukraine. In
particular, the analysis method was used to consider the essence of grant programs, their structure,
conditions of participation and identify the main barriers in the process of attracting funding. The
synthesis method allowed us to summarize the results obtained and form a holistic vision of the role
of grant writing in the development of entrepreneurship.
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The method of analysis of sources (scientific literature, regulatory legal acts, reports of
international organizations) was used to determine the current state of the researched issues and
systematize approaches to grant activities. The comparative method made it possible to
compare different grant programs according to their goals, conditions and target groups, which
contributed to the identification of their common and distinctive characteristics.

In addition, the generalization method was used to form conclusions and determine the
prospects for the development of grant writing, as well as elements of a systemic approach, which
allowed us to consider grant activities as a component of a broader ecosystem of business support.
The use of these methods in combination ensured the validity and reliability of the results obtained.

Research results. The largest grant programs for Ukrainian entrepreneurs and organizations
are: European Commission programs (Horizon Europe (HORIZON), Creative Europe (CREA),
Erasmus+ (ERASMUS+), Digital Europe Programme, EU4Health Programme, Program for the
Environment and Climate Action, Single Market Programme), USAID, IOM, eWork [3].

In modern conditions, a grant is financial assistance provided to achieve certain goals, such
as project implementation, education, business development, introduction of new technologies, etc.
Those who provide funding for grant programs are referred to as donors, and those who receive
these funds are referred to as recipients or grantees. It is important to note that grant funding is non-
refundable: the recipient is not obliged to return the funds spent on the project [4].

One of the key features of grants is their irrevocability and irrevocability. The grantee is
not bound to return grant resources, only if he does not violate the terms of the grant agreement
and uses the cost of investments in the planned activity in the amount supported by the grantor.
This feature has made grants a popular resource for unscrupulous grants. They are also called
“grant eaters”. These are organizations that systematically use grant resources not to achieve a
socio-economic effect, but to cover their own costs, pay the salaries of project participants, etc.
Another important characteristic of grants is their targeted use. That is, these resources are
provided to achieve specific useful goals for society and the economy [1].

In conditions of war, the issue of attracting extra-budgetary, alternative financing for
projects to restore housing, social, communal, critical infrastructure has become acute for
authorities, local governments, enterprises, institutions, and organizations.

The positive fact is that the amount of international technical assistance, in particular
grant programs that offer financing for the restoration of projects, is growing dynamically.
Grant funding comes to Ukraine from the European Union, as well as countries such as the
USA, Canada, Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, Japan, Denmark, UN
organizational systems, etc.

In such conditions, the prospect of Ukraine’s restoration in wartime and post-war times
using special fundraising and grantwriting tools is obvious. Discussions about their
effectiveness and efficiency among representatives of the government, the public sector, and
business continue unabated. Today, those seeking alternative funding must master the art of
searching for relevant grant programs and relevant funds, writing grant applications and
business plans. Anyone wishing to attract grant funding must have an idea of the main grantors,
be able to adapt their requests to the priorities of donors, develop competitive projects,
negotiate, pitch their ideas to donor representatives, etc. It is worth noting that a fundraising
and grantwriting culture has not yet been established in Ukraine, but a sluggish process of
separating the knowledge of fundraising and grantwriting specialists into a separate
professional category is being observed [1].

In the modern world, used by technology, innovation and information flow, fundraising
is becoming one of the most effective strategies for attracting resources for any enterprise.
Fundraising is a strategic process of attracting external resources for a company, with the
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purpose of performing various tasks or implementing projects. The origin of the term
“fundraising” has English roots, where “fund” means cost or financing, and “raise” — stay or
collection. This approach is widely used, as it is an effective method of finding financial and
other resources to support the activities of the enterprise. Resources that can be attracted
through fundraising include both tangible and intangible. When considering grant programs
through which assistance is provided to Ukrainian state organizations and institutions, as well
as the development of small and medium-sized businesses, the following programs can be
distinguished:

Table 1
Major grant programs available in Ukraine
Program name Program description
Horizon Europe The largest EU program for funding research and innovation. Supports scientific
(HORIZON) projects, startups, technological developments, international business and science
cooperation.
Creative Europe The EU program for supporting cultural and creative industries (media, design, art,
(CREA) film). Aimed at the development of creative business and cultural integration.
Erasmus+ The EU education program that supports training, internships, skills development
(ERASMUSH+) and partnerships. Useful for entrepreneurs through the development of
competencies, educational exchanges and business education.
Digital Europe The EU Digital Economy Program. Funds projects in the field of artificial
Programme intelligence, cybersecurity, digital skills and business digitalization.

EU4Health Programme | The EU Health Program. Supports medical innovations, pharmaceutical projects,
the development of health systems and crisis resilience.

Programme for the The EU program for environmental and climate projects. Funds initiatives in
Environment and energy efficiency, nature conservation, sustainable development and “green”
Climate Action (LIFE) | business.

Single Market The EU Single Market Support Program. Focuses on SME development,
Programme competitiveness, market access, and standardization.

USAID The United States Agency for International Development. Provides grants to

support small and medium-sized businesses, economic recovery, innovation, and
reform in Ukraine.

IOM (International Supports entrepreneurs, including IDPs and war victims, through grants for
Organization for business start-ups or re-start-ups, training, and microfinance.

Migration)

eWork A Ukrainian government program that provides grants for business start-ups and

development (own business, gardening, greenhouses, processing). Focuses on
stimulating employment and entrepreneurship.

Grants are provided in the form of: property, works and services; financial resources in
national or foreign currency with full or partial financing by private, corporate, public,
governmental and international grantors on an irresponsible and gratuitous basis to
representatives of government bodies and local governments, micro, small and medium-sized
businesses, the public sector and private individuals for the implementation of targeted projects
and organizational development activities [5].

One of the key features of grants is their irrevocability and irrevocability. The grantee is
not bound to return grant resources, only if he does not violate the terms of the grant agreement
and uses the cost of investments in the planned activity in the amount supported by the grantor.
This feature has made grants a popular resource for unscrupulous grants. They are also called
“grant eaters”. These are organizations that systematically use grant resources not to achieve a
socio-economic effect, but to cover their own costs, pay the salaries of project participants, etc.
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Another important characteristic of grants is their targeted use. That is, these resources are
provided to achieve specific useful goals for society and the economy [1].

The set of grant programs considered indicates the formation of a multi-level and
comprehensive system of entrepreneurship support aimed at stimulating economic
development, innovative activity and social sustainability. First of all, a significant part of the
programs is focused on the development of innovations and high-tech sectors of the economy,
which is manifested in the financing of scientific research, digitalization of business processes,
implementation of artificial intelligence, environmental and energy-efficient solutions. This
indicates the strategic focus of international donors, in particular the European Union, on the
formation of a competitive knowledge economy and the integration of Ukrainian business into
global innovation chains.

At the same time, an important direction is the support of small and medium-sized
businesses as the basis of economic stability and employment. Programs such as eWork,
USAID, and IOM initiatives focus on job creation, business recovery, especially in times of
crisis and martial law, and the integration of vulnerable groups, including internally displaced
persons, into entrepreneurship. This underscores the socio-economic focus of grant support,
which goes beyond purely economic outcomes and encompasses issues of social cohesion and
inclusive development.

Of particular note is the focus of programs on developing human capital and
entrepreneurial skills through educational and mobile initiatives, which provides a long-term
impact and increases business adaptability to changing environments. In addition, significant
attention is paid to sustainable development, environmental security, and a green transformation
of the economy that responds to current global challenges.

Thus, to summarize, it can be stated that all the considered grant programs are aimed not
only at financial support for entrepreneurs, but also at structural modernization of the economy,
increasing its innovativeness, social orientation, and integration into the international economic
space.

Conclusions and prospects for further research The generalization of the analysis
shows that grant writing in Ukraine is gradually transforming into an important tool for financial
support for the development of entrepreneurship, innovation and economic recovery in
conditions of increased instability. The presence of a wide range of international and national
grant programs creates significant potential for attracting resources, however, the effectiveness
of its implementation remains limited due to a number of systemic problems. Among the key
barriers, it is worth highlighting the insufficient level of preparation of applicants, the
complexity of application procedures, the lack of proper information support, as well as the
limited institutional capabilities of small and medium-sized businesses to participate in grant
competitions. At the same time, it was established that grant programs have a clearly expressed
focus on the development of innovations, digitalization, sustainable development, employment
support and social integration, which corresponds to modern global trends.

Therefore, increasing the effectiveness of grant writing in Ukraine requires a systemic
approach that involves the development of professional competencies in the field of preparing
grant applications, improving information infrastructure, activating state support and
strengthening interaction between business, educational institutions and international donors.
An important direction is also the introduction of modern project management tools and the
adaptation of international practices to national conditions.

Prospects for further research should be linked to the development of applied models for
managing grant activities of enterprises, assessing the effectiveness of the use of grant funds, as
well as analyzing the impact of grant funding on business competitiveness. Special attention should
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be paid to the study of digital platforms for grant search and automation of grant writing processes,
as well as the formation of methodological approaches to preparing successful grant applications in
various sectors of the economy. In addition, it is relevant to study the role of grants in the post-war
reconstruction of Ukraine and ensuring long-term sustainable development.
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CYUACHUM CTAH TA HAIPSIMKH
BAOCKOHAJIEHHA INIAI'OTOBKU 3ASIBOK HA 'PAHTHU B
YKPATHI B YMOBAX EKOHOMIYHOI HECTABLJIBHOCTI

Anoramist. CyyacHi YMOBU PO3BHUTKY CBITOBOI €KOHOMIKH XapaKTEPH3YIOTHCS MOIIMPEHHSIM MIXXHAPOIHOTO
CMIBPOOITHHIITBA Y BCIX CEKTOpax CKOHOMIKHM. PO3IIMpeHHS MisUTBHOCTI Ta Iyio0aiti3allisi BHKIHMKIB BHMAraroTh
30LIbIIEHHsT 00CSTiB (hiHAHCYBaHHSI, SIKE B YMOBaX JKOPCTKOI KOHKYPEHIIii CTUKAEThCS 3 MPOOIEMO0 HecTayi KOLITIB.
OnHUM 13 IHCTPYMEHTIB AONATKOBOrO (piHAHCYBaHHA € 3aJIyd€HHs IPAHTIB, 5IKi aKTUBHO BUKOPHUCTOBYIOTHCS HE TUIBKH
y cepi HayKH Ta OCBITH, a 1 JU1sl PO3BUTKY Oi3HECY, ePyKaBHOI MIATPUMKH CTPATETTYHO BAXKIIUBUX raly3eil eKOHOMIKH,
a TaKOX I PO3BHUTKY KPEATHBHOIO CEKTOPY, KYJIBTYPH Ta MHUCTEILTBA TOIIO. BiAnoBigHo 10 1inel QiHaHCyBaHHS
IPaHTH MOXYTh HAJIABAaTUCS YPSJaMH, MDKHAPOJHUMYU OpTraHi3aiisiMi, (JOHIAMH Ta KOPIIOPALISIMU JUIS T ITPUMKH
IHHOBAI[IHHMX Ta COLIAJIbHO 3HAYYIIMX IHII[IATHB, IO CIIPUSIOTh PO3BUTKY CYCIUILCTBA Ta eKOHOMIKH. He3zpakaroum
Ha IIMPOKE 3HAYEHHS I'PAHTOBOrO (hiHAHCYBAHHS B CYYaCHMX yMOBaX, JUIS BITUM3HSHHX OpraHi3alliii MUTaHHS
NPaBWIBHOTO CKJIQJaHHA 3asBOK HA I'PAHTH 3aJIMINAETHCS CKIAJHMM 1 HEJOCTATHHO BHUCBIICHMM. TakuM YHHOM,
HAIMCaHHS 3asgBOK HA IPaHTH, IO BKJIIOYa€ OCOOIMBOCTI Ta MPOLEC MiATOTOBKYU 3asBOK IS IIOJAHHSA HA OTPUMAaHHSA
IPaHTOBOrO0 (piHAHCYBaHHs, HAaOyBa€ OCOOJMBOrO 3HA4eHHs. ['paHT-paliTMHr COpSIMOBaHUKH Ha PO3POOKY
00IPYHTOBAHOI 3asBKH Ha TPAHT 3 JICTAJHHAM OIKMCOM BHPIIICHHS aKTyaJbHOI MPOOJIeMH, HiTKO CHOopMyITbOBAHOIO
METOIO Ta 3aBJAHHSMH MPOEKTY, & TAKOXK METOJONIOTIEI0 MPOEKTY 3 OOIPYHTOBAHUM OIUCOM OFO/DKETY Ta YITKHM i
3pO3YMUIMM pe3yJbTaTOM peajizaiii 1boro mnpoekty. OOrpyHTOBaHa 3asBKa Ha TPAHT MO3BOJIUTH OTPHUMATH
(biHaHCYBaHHSI SIK [T peaizaliil HayKOBHX JOCIIDKeHb, COLIAbHUX Ta IHHOBAIIHHUX MPOEKTIB, TaK i ISl CTBOPEHHS
Ta MiATPUMKH MAaJIOro Ta CepeHbOro Oi3Hecy, a TAKOXK BiOBiIaTIMe crietilli TpaHTy Ta iHTepecaM IPaHTOABIB.
AKTyaJbHICTh TEMH JOCIIDKEHHSI 3yMOBJIEHa HEOOXIJHICTIO TOCHIICHHSI BUKOPUCTAHHS TPAHTOBOrO (DiHAHCYBAaHHS B
LIMPOKOMY CHIEKTPi cep CYCIIBHUX IHTEepECiB, 110 BuMarae (opMyBaHHs mpodeciiiHX HABUYOK Y HAITUCAHHI 3aBOK
Ha PaHTH. Y CyYacHHX yMOBAX MIKHAPOIHOTO CIiBPOOI THUAITBA e(PEKTUBHE HAMCAHHSI 3asIBOK HA TPAHTH CTA€ OJTHAM
13 KITFOYOBUX €IEMEHTIB 3aly9eHHS PECypCiB 10 eKOHOMIKH KpaiHH, a TAKOXK ITiABUIIEHHS KOHKYPEHTOCTIPOMOXKHOCTI
SIK eKOHOMIKH B IILIOMY, TaK 1 OKPEMHUX HAYKOBHX, COLIAIBHIX a00 TBOPYMX OpraHizariiii 30KpemMa.

KiiouoBi cioBa: rpaHTH; HAanmMCaHHSA 3asgBOK Ha TPAHTH; 3aJly4eHHs KOIITiB;, HAMMCAHHS IPOEKTiB;
rpaHToBe (iHAHCYBaHHSI.
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