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ECONOMIC VOCABULARY IN MEDIA TEXTS 

 

Abstract. 

The article examines selected aspects of the vocabulary of economic globalization in journalistic texts, 

which necessitates a comprehensive analysis of its semantic, functional, and cognitive characteristics in the con-

text of global economic processes. It is established that terms of the economic domain are formed in the process 

of scientific cognition and function within the structure of professional communities, reflecting the interconnec-

tions between local and global economic phenomena. It is underscored that globalization contributes to 

the internationalization of economic vocabulary and to the interaction of national terminological systems 

with English-language and German-language discourses, which leads to the formation of new semantic 

models and interdiscursive structures. It is stated that English-language terms such as global supply chain, 

financialization, and digital economy perform nominative, analytical, and cognitive functions, providing a 

conceptual “link” between local and transnational economic processes. It is determined that the inclusion 

of such terms in journalistic texts results in the transformation of national vocabulary and the formation 

of new communicative strategies. It is noted that German-language economic terminology is characterized 

by morphological productivity and compounding, which ensures conceptual density and precision 

in the representation of complex economic phenomena. The role of journalism as a mediator between 

specialized knowledge and the mass audience is highlighted, as it structures the presentation of information and 

forms a holistic understanding of global economic processes. It is established that economic vocabulary 

in journalistic discourse is capable of reproducing the interrelation between financial flows, social policy, and 

political mechanisms, functioning as an effective instrument for the conceptualization of global economic inter-

actions. It is clarified that contemporary journalism actively incorporates English-language and 

German-language terms, which makes it possible to reflect the transformation of global markets and to shape 

cognitive frameworks for the reader. It is emphasized that further research should be directed toward exam-

ining the impact of the vocabulary of economic globalization on the formation of the audience’s 

economic consciousness and the development of media discourse under conditions of dynamic 

transformations of the world economy. 

 

Keywords: economic globalization, journalistic discourse, economic terminology, English-language 

vocabulary, German-language vocabulary, terminological system, semantic structure, conceptualization. 

 

Statement of the problem. In contemporary aca-

demic discourse, which is shaped by global economic 

processes, the linguistic devices of journalism emerge 

as an important tool for documenting transformations 

in the socio-economic environment. With the intensifi-

cation of international interactions, the lexical reper-

toire is becoming more complex and enriched; this, in 

turn, reflects key trends in economic interdependence 

and ensures their accurate interpretation in the media. 

Consequently, there is a growing need for a systematic 

analysis of the lexical and semantic features of the rel-

evant units, as it is precisely through these that the ways 

in which economic phenomena are presented in con-

temporary journalistic texts are shaped. 

An analysis of recent studies and publications. At 

the present stage of the development of academic 

thought, there is a growing focus on the study of lin-

guistic means that reflect socio-economic processes 

and transformations in the communicative sphere. In 

particular, M. Navalna emphasises that at the beginning 

of the 21st century, the economic vocabulary of jour-

nalistic writing underwent significant semantic changes 

and was enriched with new linguistic units reflecting 

the dynamics of socio-economic processes [1]. In con-

trast, T. Pustovit and V. Kondratyuk investigate the 

functioning of economic terms in journalistic texts, not-

ing their role in structuring information and shaping 

professional discourse [2]. Pavliuk, K., highlights the 

characteristics of English-language economic terminol-

ogy, emphasising the need for accurate rendering of the 

terms’ meanings to ensure successful communication 

[3]. At the same time, O. Nezhiva analyses the specific 

features of the use of economic terms in the English 

language, emphasising the contextual flexibility and 

adaptability of vocabulary in journalistic genres [4]. 

For their part, Krainyak L., Duda O. and Rybachok S. 

consider economic terminology as an object of commu-

nication theory, noting that terms in English-language 

specialist periodicals form specific models for convey-

ing economic information [5]. Meanwhile, S. Khrys-

tiuk focuses on the peculiarities of translating English-

language economic terminology, emphasising the im-

portance of maintaining semantic accuracy and func-

tional adequacy in translation practice [6]. Further-

more, O. Sherstyuk examines the lexical and semantic 

features of economic terms in the German language, 

highlighting their structural specificity and the role of 

terms in shaping the semantic content of a text [7]. 

In this context, Kuziv, M. and Panychok, T. ana-

lyse the structural and semantic features of German-

language economic terminology, emphasising the im-

portance of word-formation mechanisms and the sys-

tematic organisation of terms in reflecting economic re-

alities [8]. 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.23317834
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The aim of this article is to examine the lexicon of 

economic globalisation in journalistic texts, taking into 

account its semantic features, functioning and role in 

reflecting contemporary economic processes. 

Presentation of the main research material. The 

special status of terms as a distinct lexical class is ex-

plained by the fact that they are formed in the process 

of scientific inquiry and function within the structure of 

professional communities familiar with the relevant in-

dustrial and scientific realities, that is, within an ex-

panded macro-context. Consequently, unlike com-

monly used words, the meaning of which in communi-

cation is largely clarified by the situation or immediate 

context, the semantic precision of a term is determined 

precisely by the extra-linguistic parameters of the 

macro-context or the detailed characteristics of the mi-

cro-context. It is worth noting, incidentally, that the dif-

ficulties arising during the development of economic 

terminology are to a large extent also due to extra-lin-

guistic factors [3, p. 31]. 

At the same time, it is worth emphasising that eco-

nomic terms, when integrated into a particular func-

tional style, correlate with its structural and communi-

cative requirements, with a view to meeting its concep-

tual needs. In view of this, the journalistic style takes 

on particular significance, as it is precisely in this style 

that the use of economic vocabulary is most frequent. 

This, in turn, is explained by extralinguistic parameters 

of communication, in particular its informational focus, 

richness of content and the level of economic compe-

tence of the audience [2]. 

It is worth noting that the spread of economic ter-

minology in journalistic texts takes place within a glob-

alised information space, where the internationalisation 

of economic vocabulary is becoming a dominant trend. 

As a result, the interaction between national termino-

logical systems and English-language discourse is in-

tensifying, which, in turn, contributes to the establish-

ment of new semantic models and the broadening of the 

range of meanings of traditional terms. 

At the same time, an analysis of the lexemes ‘busi-

ness taxes’ and ‘economy’ in the sentence ‘BCC have 

repeatedly warned the government…’ provides 

grounds for concluding that these units denote domestic 

tax mechanisms and, at the same time, elements of 

broader economic policies within the international mar-

ket environment. These terms function as markers of 

politico-economic pressure that shapes the regulatory 

framework of global competition. It is noteworthy that 

it is precisely journalistic writing that is capable of 

promptly identifying such markers, reflecting changes 

in the global economic landscape. 

Continuing the analysis, it is worth emphasising 

that in the sentence “pricing and employment plans are 

both in the firing line…”, the lexemes “pricing” and 

“employment” define basic macroeconomic categories 

that are sensitive to fluctuations in global market 

trends. These terms structurally link the micro-level of 

business activity to the broader macro-level of interna-

tional economic dynamics, enabling an assessment of 

their impact on overall economic equilibrium. 

Accordingly, the mention of ‘interest rates’ in the 

context of ‘even as interest rates have slowly low-

ered…’ highlights one of the central categories of the 

global financial system. In journalistic texts, this lex-

eme serves as an indicator of financial stability, since 

changes in interest rates in major world economies af-

fect credit flows, investment activity and international 

liquidity. Consequently, vocabulary of this type con-

firms the interdependence of macroeconomic processes 

on a global scale. 

In this context, it is worth emphasising that the 

lexemes under analysis form a specific cognitive 

framework within journalistic discourse, which helps 

the reader to interpret economic phenomena not as iso-

lated local events, but as elements of global processes. 

Journalism therefore creates an accessible yet concep-

tually rich space where global economic interdepend-

encies are presented in a form that is both comprehen-

sible and analytical. 

It is noteworthy that the lexicon of economic glob-

alisation, as presented in the article by Karl Matchett 

[9], describes the realities of UK economic policy and 

also demonstrates how media discourse transforms 

complex economic concepts into communicatively ef-

fective structures. This constitutes an important mech-

anism through which journalistic texts influence the 

formation of public understanding of economic pro-

cesses. 

Particular attention should be paid to the fact that 

globalisation-related lexemes in the article function as 

a kind of interface between national economic policy 

and the international economic system. This suggests 

that journalistic discourse does not merely reflect eco-

nomic trends, but constructs their conceptual percep-

tion, thereby creating the conditions for public under-

standing of transnational economic consequences. 

Continuing the analysis, it is worth turning to an-

other example. First and foremost, it is worth empha-

sising that Audrey McAvoy’s article ‘Hawaii’s gover-

nor hails support for Maui and targets holiday rentals 

exacerbating housing shortage’ [10] illustrates the use 

of vocabulary associated with global economic pro-

cesses, despite the localised nature of the issue raised. 

As early as the first sentence, ‘The Federal Emergency 

Management Agency and charitable organisations will 

be covering the rental costs’, the involvement of supra-

national and federal financial institutions, which ensure 

the redistribution of economic resources and flows, is 

highlighted. This clearly demonstrates that contempo-

rary journalistic discourse interprets socio-economic 

phenomena through the prism of interregional financial 

interdependencies. 

In this context, it can be argued that the text of ar-

ticle [11] offers a conceptual framework for the global 

economy, which operates at the intersection of innova-

tive models, financial mobility and digital transfor-

mations. At the same time, an in-depth analysis of Ger-

man economic terminology allows us to trace how lin-

guistic means ensure the stability of the semantic 

representation of specialised concepts and reflect the 

structural and semantic parameters of terms. First and 

foremost, it should be emphasised that German eco-

nomic terminology is characterised by a combination of 

lexical and morphological features, and the fixed nature 
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of terminological phrases ensures their semantic stabil-

ity. In view of this, one productive approach to inter-

preting the meanings of German-language economic 

terms is to draw on knowledge of word-formation 

mechanisms, as the German language possesses a con-

siderable arsenal of word-formation tools, including 

suffixes, prefixes, infixes, abbreviation formants, and 

so on. It is precisely their use that facilitates the for-

mation of new terms and term combinations capable of 

adequately capturing economic changes in a globalised 

environment [8, p. 126]. Building on this, it is important 

to emphasise that the lexical composition of German-

language economic texts is based on general-purpose 

vocabulary, which corresponds to the norms of the 

modern written standard form of the German language. 

The thematic focus of such texts is determined by the 

specific nature of financial communication and the 

sphere in which business structures operate, which in 

turn determines the choice of terminology. A distinct 

group of terms consists of those related to the activities 

of the stock market and financial institutions. Their rep-

resentation largely includes Anglicisms, which demon-

strates the influence of globalisation processes on the 

German-language economic discourse. It is also worth 

noting that numerals and proper nouns play a signifi-

cant role, ensuring the accuracy and realism of the ex-

position whilst reinforcing the objective nature of com-

munication [7, p. 115]. 

In the context of economic globalisation, there is 

a noticeable proliferation of specific German terms that 

describe transnational market processes. Such lexemes 

as “Welthandel” (“world trade”), “Auslandsinvestitio-

nen” (“foreign investments”), ‘Exportabhängigkeit’ 

(‘export dependence’), ‘Lieferkettenstörungen’ (‘sup-

ply chain disruptions’) or ‘globalisierte Finanzmärkte’ 

(‘globalised financial markets’) represent important 

concepts that are directly integrated into global eco-

nomic interaction. It is worth noting that most of these 

terms are formed through compounding – a character-

istic feature of the German language which provides a 

high degree of nominative capacity and allows for the 

creation, with minimal means, of conceptually rich 

names for complex economic realities. 

It should be noted that word composition in the 

German language fulfils both nominative and cognitive 

functions, as it enables a condensed representation of 

complex economic processes. For example, the term 

“Standortverlagerung” (“relocation of production ca-

pacity”) or “Kapitalmobilität” (“capital mobility”) does 

not merely name a phenomenon, but structures it in the 

speaker’s mind as a complex event of the global mar-

ket. This characteristic of the German terminological 

system allows for a more precise capture of the interac-

tion between local and international economic factors, 

which is particularly relevant in journalistic texts aimed 

at explaining the consequences of globalisation. 

The author’s subsequent emphasis on the struc-

tural causes of inequality is also substantively linked: 

“…major structural inequalities that are unlikely to be 

resolved by this instrument…”, where terms relating to 

educational expenditure and access to health insurance 

introduce elements of critical analysis of social infra-

structure. Taken together, these terms demonstrate how 

journalistic writing uses economically charged vocabu-

lary to highlight the systemic nature of inequality in a 

global context. 

The concluding passages of the article, which 

state: “…must first invest in public infrastructure and 

the welfare state” and “…investment in early childhood 

education, care or lifelong learning”, represent socio-

economic concepts describing the state’s role in the de-

velopment of human capital. Furthermore, the discus-

sion of the taxation of large fortunes “…an der Bes-

teuerung von hohen Vermögen…” broadens the scope 

of analysis to include global trends in tax policy linked 

to the search for mechanisms to reduce inequality. The 

concluding thesis on “Kapitalstocks für Kinder… als 

Gegenmodell” highlights the competition between eco-

nomic models, which takes on particular significance in 

the era of globalised economic structures. 

It is noteworthy that the use of such terminology 

in German-language journalism correlates with broader 

trends in European economic discourse, in which terms 

such as ‘Vermögensverteilung’, ‘Finanzialisierung’ 

and ‘Humankapitalinvestitionen’ serve as standard in-

dicators of global change. It is precisely thanks to this 

terminological structure that journalistic writing be-

comes a platform that synthesises macroeconomic anal-

ysis with social implications, providing the reader with 

access to a comprehensive view of economic reality. 

Thus, the analysed material demonstrates that the 

lexicon of economic globalisation in German-language 

journalistic texts is characterised by a high degree of 

conceptual richness, structural coherence and a focus 

on reflecting the interconnection between international 

financial processes and state social policy. It is pre-

cisely through such lexemes that a complex linguistic 

picture of global economic reality is formed. 

Conclusions and prospects for further research. 

Summarising the results of this study, it is noted that 

the lexicon of economic globalisation in journalistic 

texts functions as an important tool for conceptualising 

contemporary economic processes, combining termi-

nological precision with elements of general-purpose 

vocabulary, thereby ensuring that complex concepts are 

accessible to a wide readership. At the same time, the 

integration of English- and German-language terms 

demonstrates the influence of globalisation trends on 

national discursive spaces, contributing to the for-

mation of new semantic models and inter-discursive 

structures. It is particularly evident that terms such as 

‘global supply chain’, ‘financialisation’, ‘digital econ-

omy’, ‘Kapitalgrundstock’ or ‘Umverteilung’ perform 

nominative, analytical and cognitive functions, reflect-

ing the complex interrelationships between local and 

transnational economic phenomena. Furthermore, the 

study demonstrates that journalistic discourse acts as an 

intermediary between specialised economic knowledge 

and the general public, structuring the presentation of 

information and helping readers form a coherent under-

standing of global economic processes. Consequently, 

the findings confirm that contemporary economic vo-

cabulary in journalistic writing is characterised by a 

high degree of conceptual richness, structural coher-

ence and the ability to reflect the interrelationships be-

tween international financial flows, social policy and 
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political mechanisms, making it an effective means of 

depicting and interpreting global economic reality. 

Prospects for further research lie in investigating 

the influence of economic globalisation vocabulary on 

the formation of readers’ economic awareness and on 

the development of media discourse against the back-

drop of constant transformations in global markets. 
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