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розвитку інформаційної грамотності студентів. Проаналізовано сучасні 

підходи до онлайн-освіти та їх вплив на формування інформаційної 

компетентності. Визначено ключові виклики та можливості підвищення 

цифрової грамотності через платформи дистанційного навчання. 
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The relevance of this research lies in the urgent need to understand 

how distance learning environments contribute to developing essential 21st-

century skills, particularly information literacy. As educational institutions 

worldwide increasingly adopt online and hybrid learning models, it becomes 
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critical to examine whether these platforms effectively prepare students to 

navigate, evaluate, and utilize digital information. The growing dependence 

on digital technologies for learning, combined with the proliferation of online 

information sources of varying quality, makes information literacy a 

fundamental competency for academic success and professional readiness. 

Furthermore, understanding the relationship between distance learning and 

information literacy development can inform pedagogical practices, 

curriculum design, and institutional policies aimed at enhancing educational 

outcomes in digital environments. 

The purpose of this study is to investigate and analyze the role of 

distance learning as a mechanism for developing students' information 

literacy competencies [1]. This research seeks to identify the specific ways in 

which online educational environments facilitate or hinder the acquisition of 

information literacy skills, and to propose evidence-based recommendations 

for optimizing these learning outcomes. 

To achieve the stated purpose, the following research objectives have 

been established: 

1. To examine the theoretical foundations linking distance learning 

practices with information literacy development. 

2. To analyze current pedagogical approaches used in distance 

learning that support information literacy skill acquisition. 

3. To identify the primary challenges students face in developing 

information literacy within distance learning contexts. 

4. To evaluate the effectiveness of various strategies and tools used 

to enhance information literacy in online educational settings. 

The rapid digitalization of education has transformed traditional learning 

paradigms, making distance learning an integral component of modern 

educational systems. The COVID-19 pandemic accelerated this transition, 

highlighting both the potential and challenges of online education. Within this 

context, information literacy has emerged as a critical competency that 

students must develop to navigate the complex digital information landscape 

effectively. Information literacy encompasses the ability to locate, evaluate, 

use, and communicate information ethically and efficiently across various 

platforms and formats [2]. 
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The connection between distance learning and information literacy 

development is particularly significant, as online educational environments 

inherently require students to engage with digital resources, evaluate online 

sources, and utilize technological tools for learning [4]. This article explores 

how distance learning serves as a catalyst for developing students' 

information literacy skills, examining both theoretical frameworks and 

practical implementations. 

Recent scholarly discourse has increasingly focused on the intersection 

of distance learning and information literacy. Research by Johnson and 

Adams demonstrates that online learning environments provide unique 

opportunities for developing critical information skills, as students must 

independently navigate digital repositories, assess source credibility, and 

synthesize information from multiple online platforms. Similarly, Chen and 

Wang emphasize that distance learning requires students to become 

autonomous learners capable of managing information flows effectively. 

However, several gaps remain in current research. While numerous 

studies examine distance learning effectiveness or information literacy 

separately, insufficient attention has been paid to the specific mechanisms 

through which online education develops these competencies. Additionally, 

the challenges students face in developing information literacy within distance 

learning contexts, particularly regarding information overload and source 

evaluation, require further investigation [3]. 

The unresolved aspects of this problem include understanding how 

different distance learning platforms and pedagogical approaches impact 

information literacy development, identifying best practices for integrating 

information literacy instruction into online courses, and addressing the digital 

divide that may hinder equal access to literacy-building opportunities. 

This article aims to analyze the role of distance learning as a tool for 

developing students' information literacy and to identify effective strategies for 

enhancing these skills in online educational environments. Specific objectives 

include examining the relationship between distance learning practices and 

information literacy competencies, evaluating challenges students encounter, 

and proposing recommendations for optimizing information literacy 

development through distance education. 
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Information literacy in the context of distance learning extends beyond 

traditional library skills to encompass digital competencies essential for online 

learning success [5]. Students engaged in distance education must develop 

proficiency in searching academic databases, evaluating online sources for 

credibility and bias, managing digital information using various tools and 

platforms, synthesizing information from diverse multimedia sources, and 

understanding ethical considerations including plagiarism and copyright. 

Distance learning platforms inherently provide opportunities for 

practicing these skills. Learning Management Systems (LMS) such as 

Moodle, Canvas, and Blackboard require students to navigate digital 

repositories, access electronic resources, and organize information effectively 

[6]. Online research assignments necessitate critical evaluation of web-based 

sources, distinguishing between scholarly and non-scholarly materials, and 

assessing information quality and relevance. 

Effective distance learning programs incorporate specific pedagogical 

strategies to foster information literacy. Embedded librarian programs 

integrate information specialists directly into online courses, providing 

guidance on research strategies and resource evaluation. Scaffolded 

assignments progressively build information literacy skills, beginning with 

guided searches and advancing to independent research projects requiring 

sophisticated information management. 

Interactive online modules focusing specifically on information literacy 

concepts allow students to develop these competencies at their own pace. 

Collaborative projects requiring students to locate, evaluate, and synthesize 

information collectively promote peer learning and critical discussion of 

information sources [7]. Assessment rubrics explicitly incorporating 

information literacy criteria encourage students to prioritize these skills in their 

academic work. 

Despite the opportunities distance learning presents, several challenges 

impede optimal information literacy development. Information overload 

remains a significant concern, as students face overwhelming quantities of 

digital information without adequate filtering mechanisms [5]. Many students 

lack foundational digital literacy skills necessary for advanced information 

literacy development, creating barriers to effective online learning. 
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The absence of face-to-face interaction with librarians and instructors 

may limit opportunities for personalized guidance in information searching 

and evaluation. Technical access issues, including unreliable internet 

connectivity and inadequate devices, create equity concerns affecting 

students' ability to develop information literacy skills. Additionally, the rapid 

evolution of digital tools and platforms requires continuous adaptation and 

learning, potentially overwhelming students already navigating the challenges 

of distance education. 

To address these challenges and maximize the potential of distance 

learning for information literacy development, several strategies prove 

effective [4]. Institutions should design comprehensive orientation programs 

introducing students to digital libraries, databases, and information evaluation 

frameworks before they begin online courses. Integration of information 

literacy modules into all online courses ensures consistent skill development 

across the curriculum. 

Providing access to virtual reference services and online consultations 

with librarians supports students in developing research skills. Creating 

curated resource lists and research guides specific to course topics helps 

students navigate information more efficiently [3]. Incorporating authentic 

assessment tasks requiring real-world information problem-solving 

demonstrates the practical relevance of information literacy skills. 

Furthermore, faculty development programs should prepare instructors 

to integrate information literacy instruction into their online courses effectively. 

Utilizing educational technologies such as video tutorials, interactive 

simulations, and gamified learning experiences can engage students more 

effectively in developing information literacy competencies. 

Conclusion. Distance learning represents a significant opportunity for 

developing students' information literacy skills, as online educational 

environments inherently require engagement with digital information 

resources and technologies. The necessity of navigating learning 

management systems, accessing electronic databases, and evaluating online 

sources naturally cultivates information literacy competencies. 

However, realizing this potential requires intentional pedagogical design 

incorporating explicit information literacy instruction, scaffolded skill 
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development, and adequate support services [2]. Challenges including 

information overload, digital divide issues, and varying levels of student 

preparedness must be addressed through comprehensive institutional 

strategies. 

The integration of distance learning and information literacy 

development represents a critical area for educational innovation, requiring 

collaboration among instructors, librarians, instructional designers, and 

technology specialists to create effective learning environments that prepare 

students for the information-rich digital age. 
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