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THE LEXEME COMMAND IN JOSEPH CONRAD’S NOVEL «THE SHADOW-LINE»: SEMANTIC
AND COGNITIVE CONTENT IN THE ORIGINAL AND ITS POLISH AND UKRAINIAN
TRANSLATIONS

Abstract

This study explores the cognitive, cultural, and ontological dimensions of the lexeme command in Joseph
Conrad’s novel «The Shadow-Line». By examining its semantic evolution from an official appointment to a pro-
found existential connection with the vessel, the paper contrasts the English original with its Polish and Ukrainian
translations. The analysis reveals distinct translation models, highlighting how translators handle the transition
from professional terminology to deep maritime metaphors.

Keywords: Joseph Conrad, «The Shadow-Line», lexeme «commandy, cognitive linguistics, translation mod-
els, maritime discourse, Polish and Ukrainian translations.

Modern linguistics manifests a profound interest
in investigating authors’ concepts within the literary
space of writers with a migratory lifestyle. A prominent
representative of such artists is Joseph Conrad (Jozef
Teodor Konrad Korzeniowski) —an English novelist of
Polish descent who was born in Ukraine. Sailing sea-
manship, in which Conrad gained the experience of a
captain, proves that sailors create vivid professional
designations during their voyages, which eventually
penetrate the general literary layer of the language
through metaphorical usage [2, ¢. 22]. It is important
that the «diverse» use of professional vocabulary by
Joseph Conrad is not simply the result of the well-
known semantic process of transferring a hame from
one reality (object, phenomenon, concept) to another
based on the similarity between them. Conrad’s
professional names are significant in the aspect of
cognitive linguistics (George Lakoff, Mark Johnson),
in which metaphor is a way of understanding one
conceptual sphere through another. And although in
general the work of one of the most prominent writers
in the world is quite well studied, new scientific
approaches open up wide opportunities for a deeper
understanding of the phenomenon of Joseph Conrad.
These include linguocognitive, linguocultural,
linguoconceptual, which allow a new approach to
understanding both the figure of the author himself and
the key concepts in his work [1, c. 31-32].

The analysis of the novel’s text demonstrates that
the word command serves as the polysemantic pivot of
the narrative. Unlike the purely status-based word cap-
tain (signifying the official duties of a captain [Conrad,
p. 81]), the lexeme command marks a transition from
an abstract concept to an existential connection with the
ship. The following main lexico-semantic variants
(LSVs) of the word have been identified:

LSV 1 ‘An order / official appointment to com-
mand’

e Original: «There’s a command apparently go-
ing about...» [Conrad, p. 34].

e Polish version: A. Zagurska uses the contex-
tual equivalent «rozkaz» or the construction «wskaza-
nie kandydatay [Zagorska, s. 37].

e Ukrainian versions: O. Bereza translates it as
«posnopsmxeHHs» [bepesa, c. 47], while O. Fyra em-
phasizes processuality — «zopy4nTu y KOMaHIyBaHHS
cynno» [®Dupa, c. 34].

LSV 2 ¢The position of «commander» of a ves-
sel / ship’

e Original: «...a command is nothing to you...»
[Conrad, p. 35].

e Polish
[Zagorska, s. 38].

e Ukrainian model: both O. Fyra and O. Be-
reza opt for the variant «xkomaHmyBaHHS CyJHOM /
kopabiem» [@upa, c. 35; Bepesa, c. 48].

LSV 3 ¢A fortunate opportunity to «seize» the
coveted position of a ship’s captain’

e Original: «...contained such a thing as a com-
mand to be seized» [Conrad, p. 35-36].

e Polish model: «mozno$¢ zdobycia wladzy (i
to jakiej wladzy! — kapitana statku)» [Zagorska, s. 38].

e Ukrainian model: O. Bereza employs the col-
lective noun «kamitanctBo» [bepesa, c. 49]. This vari-
ant demonstrates the emotional-expressive power of
collectivity, conveying human feelings. O. Fyra de-
ploys a phraseological verbal construction: «icHyBana
Taka MOMIIHBICTh KOMAaHIyBaTH Kopabiem, 3a SKy
Tpeba Oyio xamatucs» [Pupa, c. 35-36].

Possessive pronouns in Conrad’s work are inter-
preted in terms of ‘something organically inherent to
someone’ and manifest the following meanings:

e ‘I, my ship, and my crew’: «where I would
feel at last my command...» [Conrad, p. 55] / «1e moe
KaIliTAaHCTBO HAPEIITi PO3KPUETHCS BIIOBHI» [Bepesa, c.
65]/ «ae 1 6 BiguyB, gk Miit kopadeins...» [Pupa, c. 55].
In the Polish translation, the meaning of inseparable
unity is evidenced by the case form of the pronoun my:
«gdzie czekato nas kotysanie...» [Zagorska, s. 59].

model:  «stanowisko  kapitana»
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e ‘Correspondence to the position of a ship's
captain’: «For the time was approaching for me to be-
hold my command and to prove my worth...» [Conrad,
p. 60] / «crath Biu-Ha-Bi4 3i CBOIM KaIliTaHCTBOMY
[Bepesa, c. 69] / «B3siTH Ha ceOe KepyBaHHs Kopabiem»
[®wupa, c. 60] / «objecia komendy» [Zagorska, s. 63].

The ordinal numeral first acts as an intensifier of
connotations («my first command»); in certain con-
texts, it expresses a nomenclatural meaning («to 6ymno
MO€ Tmepiie KamiTancTBO» [Bepesa, c. 92]; «wii
nepmmi perc y podi kamitaHa» [®Pupa, c. §89]). In oth-
ers, it conveys a sensory-emotional sense of the mis-
sion’s value [Conrad, p. 133; Bepesa, c. 128-129]. The
duplication of the numeral in the phrase «the first pas-
sage of my first command» [Conrad, p. 109] intensifies
the emotions. In O. Fyra’s translation, through the dou-
bling of the pronoun («Mmiii mnepmmii pelic Moro
nepiroro kopadisn» [®Pupa, c. 109]), the meaning of the
debut voyage is maximized.

The evolution of semantics culminates in an onto-
logical synthesis in the phrase «the soul of command»
(«as if a sort of composite soul, the soul of command,
had whispered suddenly» [Conrad, p. 65]). O. Bereza
offers the equivalent «myx kamitanctBa» [bepesa, c.
73]; O. Fyra suggests «ayia camoro cyaaa» [®@wupa, c.
65]; A.Zagurska provides «zbiorowa dusza — dusza
dowddcy» [Zagorska, s. 68].

Consequently, the lexeme command ranks among
the key elements in J. Conrad’s maritime discourse. Its
meaning evolves from a purely nomenclatural, utilitar-
ian character (where translators use terms like appoint-
ment, government contract / «dyplomy» [Conrad, p. 40;

dwupa, c. 40; Zagorska, s. 44]) to a profound ontological
one («composite soul»).

The structuring of equivalents revealed distinct
translation  models: the Slavic  equivalents
«kamitanactBoy» (O. Bereza) and «dowddztwoy (A. Za-
gurska) emphasize the internal perception of status;
O. Fyra’s descriptive constructions manifest the pro-
cessuality of «captaincy», while A. Zagurska’s archaic
coloring («komenda», «wladza») harkens back to deep
seafaring traditions.

References

1. Wilczynska T., Wilczynski, O. Koncept
«woday jako wyznacznik idiostylu w matej prozie Jo-
sepha Conrada // Studia Ukrainica Posnaniensia. 2023.
Zeszyt X/, pp. 29-39. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.14746/sup.2023.11.1.02

2. IlleBuenko O. K. Penpesenrauis KOHIENTY
«MOpe» B aHIJIHChKiN (pa3eoiorii y KOHTEKCTI HaIlio-
HaJBHO-KYJIBTYpHOTO cBiTOrIsiAy // HaykoBi 3ammcku
HauionaneHoro yHiBepcutety «OcTpo3bKa akaiemisi»:
Cepisn «®inonoris». 2022. Nel14(82). C. 21-25. DOI:
http://doi.org/10.25264/2519-2558-2022-14(82)-21-25

Illustrative Material:

Conrad — The Shadow-Line; Typhoon / Conrad
Joseph. Kyiv : Znannia, 2019. 286 p.

Zagoérska — Conrad J., Smuga cienia, thum. A.
Zagorska, Polska Biblioteka Internetowa, 2014.
[online].

Bepe3a — Konpan [x. Meowca mini ; iep. 3 aHIIL.
Onekcangpa bepesu. Kuis : Temmnopa, 2025. C. 1-156.

®upa — Konpan [Ixozed. Mesxca mini ; nep. 3
aurn. Oneru @upu. Kuis : 3uannst, 2019. C. 3-166.


https://doi.org/10.14746/sup.2023.11.1.02
http://doi.org/10.25264/2519-2558-2022-14(82)-21-25

Colloguium-journal N216 (281), 2026

Czesc 1

(Warszawa, Polska)
ISSN 2520-6990
ISSN 2520-2480

Czasopismo jest zarejestrowany i wydany w Polsce. Czasopismo publikuje artykuty ze wszystkich dziedzin
naukowych. Magazyn jest wydawany w jezyku angielskim, polskim i rosyjskim.
Czestotliwosc: co tydzien

Wszystkie artykuty sg recenzowane.
Bezptatny dostep do elektronicznej wersji magazynu.HoTaTKu

Przesytajac artykut do redakcji, autor potwierdza jego wyjatkowosé i jest w petni odpowiedzialny za wszelkie
konsekwencje naruszenia praw autorskich.

Opinia redakcyjna moze nie pokrywac sie z opinig autorow materiatéw.
Przed ponownym wydrukowaniem wymagany jest link do czasopisma.
Materiaty sg publikowane w oryginalnym wydaniu.

Czasopismo jest publikowane i indeksowane na portalu eLIBRARY.RU,
Umowa z RSCl nr 118-03 / 2017 z dnia 14.03.2017.

Redaktor naczelny - Pawet Nowak, Ewa Kowalczyk

«Colloquium-journal»
Wydawca «Interdruk» Poland, Warszawa
Annopol 4, 03-236
Format 60 x 90/8. Naktad 500 egzemplarzy.

E-mail: info@colloquium-journal.org

http://www.colloquium-journal.org/



